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jovous wnd exhilerating. Spring, Sum- Art thou willing to behold my iucunluunns?;
mer, Autumn,and Winter scenes all passed 11 thou art, speak.”” |
before me. | recalled my whole life. Hardly knowing what [ did, I answerzd
How [ was a little urchin, sitting on a high in the nffirmative. lnstantly, as if” by
stool, listening, and feeling, the admoni- magic, everything was changed. 1 was
tions of a learned pedagogue, whose beicht | ng longer in a hermit’s cell, but in a spa-
of body and cane corresponded. Then| cious saloon. Its walls were hung around |
sgain | was skating along the ice-bound | with beautiiul paintings, evideatly tevehl
pond, as it rang with my geomeirical cur.| by some master hand.  They weia prin-
vatures. Then years scemed to intervene. | cipally oriental scenes, and o1 such a dark |
I was a youth of larger growth, wander-| and mysterious character that 1 eould ot
ing beside a fair girl, whispering kind divice their meaning. The ceiling was|
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empyrean bliss. 1 thought of everything ' rays shone on all below, bathing every
pertaining lo my actions, emotions, and | object in gnrgeous profusion. [nterspersed
feelings, until they veemed 10 be a conlused ‘ over this high aod splendid coneavity,
mass of dusky shadows—aye, I thought| glitcred myriads ol gems, whose commin-
they were springing into life--real forms.jg!o-d rave, durting downwards in different
real faces; and as they came past, they | directions, presented a sublime spectacle,
sppeared 10 look into my very soul andi Around the room hung wreaths of the
read the contents of its mysierious pnges. | most beautiful fowers that could be imag-
Seddenly they vanished in a spiral c!uudi ined. Their deliciovs fragrance filled 1he
of mist—they were gone ! whole apartment. My feet trod a splendid-
Then [ experienced mingled emotions of: ly earpeted floor of Turkish manufacture.
awe and apprehiension. My mind seemed l Silver and gold lamps were suspended from
10 lose a portion of its activity. The room | different parts of the room. lo the centre
fled beiore me—1 lost all control over my | of the apartment stood a golden cunser,
thoughts. 1 tried 1o imagine where | was, | resting on the purest of all marble, This
but could not, | was borne through the| was dexterously carved with numerous
8ir, 1 knew not whither. Some powerful | mysterious signs or letters. From the
impelling ngency from without, urged me | censer n smoky cloud ascended 10 broadly
At length T found mysell in a strange | expanding waves, aheddlng a spicy per-
and mysterious situation, Everyihing n-m!. {ume on all arcund.
changed. | looked around and beheld the| I was not alone in the spartment. A
A blazing fire shot | short distance from me stood the diviner of
o fitful erimson far and near, while the | my late, clad 1n a blood-red pelisse, curi-
pime and knotty oak laid thereon crackled | ously wrought with letters of gold.  His
and hissed quite joyfully. No light save | long sleeves hung loosely down, displaying
that which emanated from the rude hearth- | a wrist encircled with burnished stecl ; his
®one, wag seen. In the upearthly glare|long white hair was pently parted over his
it threw around, 1 could see that the walls | white and expanded [orehead, and confined
abounded with glistening curvatures made | in its place by a circlet of silver, at the
Ly the slimy track of numerous snails, and frontlet of which sparkled a diamond of
that here and there the green moisture| snow white brilliancy.  Siretching  his
ouzed from its rocky surface. The ceiling | wand horizontally, he waved it three times
was low and thickly clustered with many | in the air, muttered an unknown language,
t&lo.raaqnd quaintly shaped crystals. and directed me 10 keep my eyes fixed on
While I stood musing. & jarring sound [a burning censer swinging before me. |
'.HW' elariled me. An aged man en. | gazed in mute astonishment. The blue
tered, [ knew ot how. Though bis coun-| emoke curled. gracelully upwarde, and
lenaned® betokened extreme age, yet his| graduaily filled the room. Salladino di-
form looked as tough and hardy, asstraight | rected me atill w keep my eve on the shad-
wd supple, ssa youog forester. [lia face, | owy, p-grfurncd vapor, 1hat sorrounded me.
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